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Transit-Oriented Development

• TOD: Definition, Essential Elements
and Benefits

• TJD: Definition

• U.S. Experience:
– Arlington, Virginia Orange Line TOD

• Lessons Learned
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How to make it happen

– Necessary design ingredients
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Transit-Oriented Development

Definition

A compact, mixed use community
that, by design, invites residents,
workers, shoppers, and visitors not just
to use transit more, but to drive less
and to walk/bike more as well

– Multiple city blocks
– Neighborhood in size and character
– Spearheaded and choreographed

by public agency
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Transit-Oriented Development

Essential Elements
• Housing is crucial

– Provides a personal commitment
to a neighborhood

– Gives a 24-hour presence
of human activity

• Neighborhood services
• Employment
• Public gathering spots
• Community amenities, i.e.- libraries/playgrounds
• Pedestrian/bicycling amenities and connections
• Street level activity
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Transit-Oriented Development

Benefits
• Expands transit ridership, revenues and image

• Can reduce need to travel by any motorized mode

• Promotes livability by creating 24-hour communities
• Can promote reinvestment in traditional urban cores and

relieve development pressures
at the edges of metropolitan areas

• Widens choices on where to live and how to travel

• Can be used to generate private investment
for transit and other public purposes to
augment public funding
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Transit Joint Development

Definition
• Special form of TOD whereby property adjacent

to or functionally related to transit station
is developed through public/public partnership
– Project specific
– Revenue/cost sharing

• Jump-starts TOD in the surrounding station area
• Can set the urban design standard

for TOD by others
• Generates long-term sale or lease revenues
• Downside may be that primary objective

is revenue generation, not livability
and transit usage
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Arlington, Virginia Case Study
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Arlington, Virginia

• 26 square miles, southwest of Washington, D.C.

• Development history:
– Prior to 1920’s, rural villages

– 1930’s to 1970’s: suburban
with some office development

– 1970’s to 1980’s emerged
as an economic center

• Today: population and employment each over
200,000, private office space of over 34 million
square feet
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Arlington, Virginia Orange Line
Rosslyn to Ballston

• 5 Metro stations

• 3 mile long Corridor

• Opened between 1976
and 1979

• Connects regionally
to Washington, D.C.
metro center, airport
and Pentagon

• Over 13 million sq. ft.
of office space added
since 1980
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Orange Line Transit-Oriented Development

• Key decision (1960’s) reoriented Orange
Line from interstate freeway median into
the heart of Rosslyn/Ballston Corridor

– Better pedestrian access
– Promote TOD

• Long range comprehensive land use
planning and detailed sector plans

– Gave vision for development
– Garnered public support
– Provided environmental clearances
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Arlington, Virginia Orange Line TOD

• Planning objectives
– Concentrate high density

mixed-use around Metro stations

– Taper density towards lower
density residential

– Preserve established neighborhoods
on periphery
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Arlington, Virginia Orange Line TOD

• Sector plans – 5 stations/5 roles

– Rosslyn: core office and hotel

– Courthouse:
County Government functions

– Clarendon: urban village

– Virginia Square:
cultural/educational/recreation

– Ballston: new downtown
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Arlington, Virginia Orange Line TOD Corridor
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Rosslyn

Rosslyn Metro Center
• Concentration of office space/hotels
• 70’s style site plan being modified

– Pedestrian skywalks being dismantled
– Residential development being encouraged
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Rosslyn

TOD near station
• Looking east/west on Wilson Boulevard
• Garage entrances on street level
• Residential uses at periphery
• Little activity after 5 PM
• Wilson Boulevard extremely wide
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Court House

• County government uses concentrated
in station area

• Mixed-use building on station parcel
(Strayer University commuter campus;
CVS; offices)

• Lower density
• More street level activity/businesses
• Narrower/calmer streets
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